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Access to public transport (Tables 5.3-5.4, Figures 5.2-5.3)

•	 When a member of each household was asked how often they could get a bus from their 
nearest stop every day, 25% did not know how often. Eleven percent of households could 
get a bus at least every 15 minutes during the day, while another 18% could get a bus 
every half-hour and a further 24% every hour.  

•	 Two thirds of households (67%) lived within six minutes walk of a bus stop or place where 
they could get on a bus.

•	 Relatively few households were close to a train station. One member of each household 
was asked how long it would take them to walk to their nearest NIR station.  Sixty-two 
percent said it would take them 44 or more minutes or that it was not feasible to walk. 
Overall, 28% of households lived within 26 minutes walk of an NIR station, 12% within 13 
minutes walk.

Table 5.3:  Bus service frequency: 2005-2007

Frequency of Service Percentage of households

At least once every quarter-hour 11%

At least once every half-hour 18%

At least once an hour 24%

About 3 times a day 18%

At least once a day 4%

Less than once a day 1%

Don’t know 25%

All households 100%

Figure 5.2:  Time taken to walk to nearest bus stop: 2005-2007 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

3 mins or less 4-6 mins 7-13 mins 14-26 mins 27-43 mins 44 mins +

Time taken

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e



32

Table 5.4:  Rail service frequency: 2005-2007

Frequency of Service (For those households within 44 minutes walk 
from nearest station)

Percentage of 
households

Frequent service throughout day (at least once per hour) 61%

Frequent service during rush hour (at least once per hour) 4%

Less frequent service 8%

Not applicable 7%

Don’t know 20%

All households 100%

Figure 5.3:  Time taken to walk to nearest NIR station: 2005-2007
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Appendix A:	 Travel Survey for Northern Ireland 	
	 Definitions and Survey Notes
Personal Travel

The Northern Ireland Travel Survey is concerned with all personal travel within Northern 
Ireland provided the main reason for the journey is for the person themselves to reach the 
destination.

Geographical Coverage
Only travel within Northern Ireland (and inshore islands) is included.  This means for a 
journey to Dublin for example, only the portion of the journey to the border is included.

Journeys
A journey is defined as a one-way course of travel having a single main purpose.  
Outward and return portions of a return journey are treated as two separate journeys.  A 
journey cannot have two separate purposes.  A brief call is a relatively incidental stop for 
a subsidiary purpose e.g. stopping for petrol.  If only a brief call is made the journey is not 
broken up into smaller journeys.  

Stages
A journey consists of one or more stages.  A new stage is defined when there is a change 
in the form of transport or when there is a change of vehicle requiring a separate ticket.

Households
A household consists of one or more people who have the sampled address as their only 
or main residence and who either share at least one main meal a day or share the living 
accommodation.

Mode and Main Mode
Mode is the form of transport used for a stage of a journey.  The main mode is the form of 
transport used for the greatest length of the journey.

Distance travelled
The length of any journey stage is the distance actually covered by the traveller and not the 
distance “as the crow flies”.

Series of calls journeys 
Travel involving a number of stops for the same main purpose and using the same form 
of transport are treated as one continuous series of calls.  Series of calls can only be used 
for shopping and journeys in the course of work.  A doctor’s round for example would 
therefore consist of one journey to visit the first patient, one series of calls journey to all the 
other patients, and one journey from the last call back to the surgery or home.
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Journeys excluded
The survey is only concerned with travel involving a person moving from one place to 
another in order to reach that destination.  Travel involving the movement of freight and for 
people paid to walk (e.g. policemen, postmen, etc.) is excluded.

Travel in the course of work for certain occupational groups is therefore excluded (e.g. bus 
drivers, conductors, taxi drivers, crew of public transport vehicles, crew of public vehicles 
such as fire engines, or ambulances; travel in industrial or agricultural equipment (cranes, 
bulldozers, tractors, etc.); travel in specially equipped vehicles used in the course of a 
person’s work (police patrol cars, AA/RAC repair vehicles, Post Office vans, etc.).

Leisure travel which is not competitive to public transport is also excluded (e.g. a boat trip 
for pleasure).

Generally travel off the public highway is excluded.  An exception to this is cross-country 
walking, running, hiking or mountain climbing which is included even if on private land.

Children’s play is excluded.

Journey purpose 
The purpose of a journey is governed by what the person did at the end of the journey.  
However, for journeys ‘home’ the purpose is governed by the start of the journey.  This 
means for example the purpose of a journey from the shops to home is ‘shopping’.  

Types of journey purpose
Commuting journeys include journeys to a usual place of work from home, or from work to 
home.

Business journeys are journeys in the course of work i.e. journeys made as part of a 
persons paid job to or from a place other then the usual place of work.  Business journeys 
include a journey in the course of work back to the work base.  This category includes all 
work journeys by people with no usual place of work (e.g. site workers) and those who 
work at or from home.

Education journeys include journeys to or from school or college, etc. by full time students, 
students on day-release and part time students following vocational courses.

An escort code is used when the traveller has no purpose of his or her own, other than 
to escort or accompany another person e.g. a mother taking a child to school.  Escort 
commuting for example is escorting or accompanying someone from home to work or from 
work to home.  Escort education journeys are presented separately for the purposes of this 
report.

Shopping includes all journeys to shops or from shops to home, even if there was no 
intention to buy.
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Personal business journeys include visits to services, e.g. hairdressers, laundrettes, dry-
cleaners, betting shops, solicitors, banks, estate agents, libraries, churches; or for medical 
consultations or treatment.  This category also includes journeys for eating and drinking 
when the respondent is alone or at work.

The visit friends elsewhere code includes journeys where the main purpose was to eat or 
drink other than when the respondent is alone or at work.  It also includes journeys to meet 
friends other than in a private home but where the main purpose is still to socialise with 
particular persons rather than visit a particular place.

The entertainment/public social activities category includes journeys for all types of 
entertainment, public social activities and unpaid voluntary work.  Examples include 
cinemas, political meetings, non-vocational evening classes.

The sport participate category includes journeys to take part in all outdoor activities.  It also 
includes, for example, squash, badminton, swimming, boxing, wrestling, weight training, 
judo and karate.

Holiday base journeys include journeys within NI to or from any holiday base (includes 
stays of 4 or more nights with friends or relatives).  

Day trip journeys include journeys for pleasure (not otherwise classified as social or 
entertainment) within a single day.

Just walk journeys are walking journeys made just for pleasure.

Undefined mode is the total of the “missings” (where the method of travel was omitted), the 
“unspecified private” and the “unspecified public”.  

- Unspecified private -This code should be used where you know the method of transport 
was ‘private’ but where you cannot be specific and the respondent is not available to ask.  

- Unspecified public -This code should be used where you know the method of transport 
was ‘public’, e.g. because a fare has been paid, but where a specific method cannot be 
ascertained.

Modes of travel
Walks of 50 metres or more are collected on day 1 and walks of 1 mile or more on days   
2-7.

The bicycle category includes travel on all forms of bicycle or tricycle not mechanically 
propelled.  Purposive travel on children’s bicycles is included under ‘walk’.

For the purpose of this report ‘car’ travel includes travel in all 3 or 4-wheeled cars. 
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Car undefined is used when, for example someone has put in the travel diary that they 
travelled somewhere by car and hasn’t then proceeded to complete the column to say if they 
were a car driver or passenger for that particular journey.  When the person is under 17, 
we then code this as car passenger as under 17’s shouldn’t be a car driver.  However, when 
it is not possible for us to deduce if it is a driver or passenger, we code it as car undefined.

The motorcycle category covers all two wheeled motorised vehicles used for private 
transport.

For this report generally van and lorries are included in the other private category.  (Vans 
with side windows behind the driver’s seat are coded as cars.)  Also included are land 
rovers and jeeps, invalid carriages, motorised wheelchairs, caravans, dormobiles, 
minibuses, private aircraft, etc.

Public transport includes travel by Ulsterbus, Citybus/Metro, Other Bus, Northern Ireland 
Railways and Black Taxi.

Citybus/Metro covers all those regular bus services, which provide short distance travel 
within urban or suburban areas e.g. the Belfast City Zone.  Citybus changed to Metro in 
February 2005.

Unless specified, the Ulsterbus category includes regular Ulsterbus services and express 
services.

The other bus category includes private hire buses, ‘coaches’, excursion tour buses, and any 
other buses not classified above.

The NIR category includes all travel by train.  Non-purposive train travel (e.g. at fun fairs) is 
irrelevant to the survey.

Black taxis include taxis, which operate like a minibus.  Private hire taxis are included in the 
taxi category.

Public transport not specified elsewhere e.g. by aircraft is included under other public 
transport.

Area		 Local Government District

Belfast		 Belfast

East of Northern Ireland	 Antrim, Ards, Ballymena, Banbridge, Carrickfergus, Castlereagh, 
Craigavon, Down, Larne, Lisburn, Newtownabbey, North Down

West of Northern Ireland	 Armagh, Ballymoney, Coleraine, Cookstown, Dungannon, Fermanagh, 
Limavady, Derry, Magherafelt, Moyle, Newry & Mourne, Omagh, 
Strabane
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