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Introduction 
 

 
1. Roads Service, an agency within the Department for Regional Development 

for Northern Ireland, operates the Strangford Lough Ferry Service between 
Strangford and Portaferry and acts as harbour authority for Strangford and 
Portaferry harbours. The location of the harbour at Strangford is shown in 
Figure 1. 

 
2. Since January 1988 UK legislation has required ports, harbours and some 

terminals to draw up waste management plans for Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency (MCA) approval. The UK requirements for Port Waste Management 
have since been updated with the Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels 
(Port Waste Reception Facilities) Regulations 2003, these transpose the EU 
Directive 2000/59/EC of the European Parliament and Council on port 
reception facilities for ship generated waste and cargo residues. 

 
3. The purpose of this plan is to  

·  bring to the attention of users of Strangford Harbour their duties under the  
regulations,   

·  inform harbour users of the facilities available,   
·  ensure that the facilities provided comply with regulations and meet the 

needs of harbour users and 
·  demonstrate that the harbour authority is fulfilling all the requirements of 

domestic and international regulations and that the facilities and 
infrastructure available meet the needs of vessels normally using the 
harbour. 

 
4. Responsibility for implementation of the plan rests with the Ferry Manager, 

who acts as the Harbour Master. 
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Legislation 
 

5. The preparation of a Waste Management Plan is a requirement of the 
Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Port Waste Reception Facilities) 
Regulations 2003.The major elements of the regulations are 
·  The requirement for vessels, other than fishing vessels and recreational 

craft designed to carry no more than 12 passengers, to notify the 
port/terminal, before entry, of the waste onboard and the amounts to be 
offloaded or retained upon arrival. 

·  The requirement for all vessels to offload all ship generated wastes to 
appropriate reception facilities (unless they have previously notified that 
they will be retaining wastes on board). 

·  The requirement for vessels, other than fishing vessels and recreational 
craft designed to carry no more than 12 passengers, to pay a mandatory fee 
with respect to the provision of port waste reception facilities.  

·  The requirement for fishing vessels and recreational craft designed to carry 
no more than 12 passengers to make arrangements to land their wastes and 
pay for disposal through the port facilities or a private contractor.  

·  Vessels outlined in Section 8.1 of the MCA document ‘Waste 
Management Planning - A Guide to Good Practice’ (Appendix 3) are not 
liable for the mandatory fee. The MV Portaferry II and the MV Strangford 
are classed as Class V Passengers Ships engaged only in voyages in 
category A, B and C waters and are therefore exempt from charges. 

 
6. Under the Regulations the Harbour Authority must  

·  consult harbour users to ascertain their needs 
·  provide adequate waste reception facilities to meet the needs of harbour 

users 
·  Prepare a Waste Management Plan which will include information for 

harbour users on the location of waste facilities, procedures for dealing 
with waste and charges     

 
Use of the harbour at Strangford 
 

7. The Strangford Lough Ferry Service between the slipways at Strangford and 
Portaferry is operated by Roads Service Consultancy on behalf of Roads 
Service Southern Division.  Two vessels are in use,  the MV Portaferry II is in 
constant use and the MV Strangford is used as a backup when the MV 
Portaferry II is out of service and as a second vessel during busy periods. The 
ferry timetable is available at  

http://www.roadsni.gov.uk/index/strangfordferry.htm 
 

8. Pleasure craft are moored at 25 moorings deemed acceptable by the Harbour 
Master. A fee of £25 is charged annually for each mooring.  Boat owners 
supply and maintain their own mooring tackle. 
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9. Two moorings south of Swan Island are nominally controlled on a day-to-day 
basis by a local public house for the use of visitors. 

 
10. There are three quays in the harbour. 

 
·  Newry Quay.  This is adjacent to the dry dock used for ferry 

maintenance. No other vessels are permitted to use this quay. 
·  New Quay.  Used for berthing of the second ferry (Usually MV 

Strangford). Other pleasure craft are permitted to moor alongside 
or adjacent to this quay with the permission of the Harbour Master. 

·  Old Quay.  This is not on land controlled by the Department. 
 
11. There are three slipways in the harbour. 

 
·  Ferry slipway.  Used by the ferry service. 
·  Small slipway between the ferry slipway and New Quay 
·  Slipway on land not controlled by the Department to the north of 

Old Quay. 
 
Notification by ships of the waste they are carrying and wish to discharge at the 
port/terminal 
 

12. Vessels required to notify the port before entry of the waste onboard and the 
amounts to be offloaded or retained upon arrival can do so by telephone to the 
Harbour Master on 028 44881637 or by e-mail to 
Derek.Pedlow@drdni.gov.uk. 

 
13. Notifications will be stored in the Ferry Terminal for two years 

 
14. Data on the notification forms will be analysed annually and reported to MCA 

 
Existing waste disposal arrangements 
 

15. The existing facilities provided for waste disposal consist of the following: 
 

·  Recycling bins located in the car park adjacent to Newry Quay 
provided and emptied by Down District Council. 

·  Refuse bins located on New Quay provided and emptied by Down 
District Council. 

·  Commercial bin at the Ferry Terminal provided and emptied by 
Down District Council. 

·  Toilets at the Terminal Building, accessible during office hours. 
·  Waste oil disposal facilities at the Terminal Building. 

 
The locations of the facilities are shown on Figure 2. 
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16. The contact for arranging disposal of oily waste and oily bilge water is the 
Ferry Manager at the Terminal Building (028 4488 1637). 

 
17. The holders of the 25 moorings in the harbour were consulted in August 2007 

about their waste disposal needs. The form issued to the moorings holders and 
the replies received are included in Appendices 1 & 2. Seven completed forms 
were returned,  the key findings from the consultation are that 
·  The facilities for handling oily wastes and sewage are satisfactory 
·  The bins in the harbour should be emptied more frequently during the 

summer months
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Review of the Waste Management Plan 
 

18. As a result of the consultation with the moorings holders Down District 
Council have been advised that harbour users have expressed concerns about 
the number of bins and the frequency of emptying. The council will ensure 
that all the litter bins in Strangford are emptied daily. 

19. No other changes to the Waste Management Plan are considered necessary. 
 
Charges 
 

20. Vessels exempt from the mandatory charge may use the free facilities 
provided by Down District Council or make their own arrangements. For 
visiting vessels that are not exempted a fee of £20 will be levied.   

 
Reporting of inadequacies of the waste reception system 
 

21. Inadequacies can be reported by 
 

·  Telephoning the Terminal Building at 028 4488 1637 and asking for the 
Ferry Manager. 

·  Telephoning Rathkeltair House at 028 4461 8187 and asking for the 
Administration Officer responsible for the ferry service. 

·  Giving feedback to roads.strangfordferry.feedback@drdni.gov.uk which is 
on the internet site at 
http://www.roadsni.gov.uk/index/strangfordferry/strangford_ferry-
contacts.htm 

 
Arrangements for on-going consultation with the users of the harbour facilities 
 

22. The Harbour Master will issue feedback forms each year when the harbour 
moorings rentals are being renewed. 

 
Type and quantities of prescribed wastes received and handled.  
 

23. The table in Appendix 2 shows the type and quantities involved with this Plan. 
 
Recording of the use of the waste management facilities. 
 

24. The Harbour Master will record the quantity of waste oil disposed of through 
the terminal Building.  No other volumetric information is deemed 
appropriate, given the nature of the facilities and their anticipated use. 

�
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APPENDIX 1 - Harbour Users Questionnaire 
 
Questionnaire of Harbour Users – Strangford. 
Under the Port Waste Reception Facilities Regulations 2003 (MGN 243 (M+F)) each 
Harbour Authority is required to consult with harbour users in reviewing the Waste 
Management Plan.  The existing Plan can be viewed at 
http://www.roadsni.gov.uk/strangfordlough_wmplan.pdf 
 
1.   Type and amount of wastes you discharge annually (m3) and how you dispose 
of these. 
 
        Type of waste                            How much do you 

generate annually? 

Cubic Metres (m 3) 

How do you deal with this waste? 

Oily wastes  
(MARPOL Annex 1) 

  

Dirty ballast water     

Tank washings (slops)     

Oily mixtures containing chemicals     

Scale and sludge from tank 
cleaning operations 

    

Oily bilge water - Ferry Vessels only     

Sludge from purification of fuel oil     

Noxious Liquid 
Substances (NLS) 
(MARPOL Annex II)  

  

Categories A, B or C *     

Sewage     

Garbage 
(MARPOL Annex V)  

  

Garbage     

 
 
* Note: Category A, B and C substances are listed below for information. 
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Are the waste handling facilities at Strangford Har bour of satisfactory type and 
capac ity? 
 

 

 
 
 
Are the existing waste handling facilities at Stran gford Harbour located so as to be 
convenient to use? 
 

 

 
 
 
Are locations of the existing waste handling facili ties at Strangford Harbour well 
enough publicised? 
 

 

 
 
 
Any additional Remarks / Comme nts about the waste handling facilities at 
Strangford Harbour 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire. 
 
Please send it in the envelope provided to Mrs R Magee, Rathkeltair House, Market 
Street, Downpatrick BT30 6AJ. 



Ver5 21/12/07  

Strangford Harbour Waste Management Plan 2007 
   

11 

APPENDIX 2 Questionnaire Results 
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Question 1 Type and amount of waste discharged annually( m3) a nd method of disposal  
        
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
OILY WASTES                
(MARPOL Annex 1)               
Dirty Ballast Water nil n/a nil nil n/a nil nil 
method of disposal               

Tank washings (slops) nil n/a <1m3 nil n/a nil nil 

method of disposal     

my ballast 
water is 

largely clean 
-  no real oils 

etc          
Oily mixtures containing 
chemicals nil n/a nil nil n/a nil nil 
method of disposal               

Scale and sludge from tank 
cleaning operations nil n/a nil nil n/a nil nil 
method of disposal               
Oily bilge water - Ferry Vessels 
only nil n/a nil nil n/a nil nil 
method of disposal               
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Noxious Liquid                
Substances (NLS)               
MARPOL ANNEX ll               
Categories A B or C* nil n/a nil nil n/a nil nil 
method of disposal               

Sewage  nil 
domestic use 

only <1m3 nil n/a nil nil 

method of disposal   
toilet only 

used at sea 
to sea via 

holding tank         
                
Garbage               
(Marpol Annex V)               

Garbage  nil 
domestic use 

only   nil n/a nil nil 

method of disposal   
taken to re-
cycling point   taken home   

put in bins in 
harbour area taken home 
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Question 2  Are the waste Handling Facilities at Strangford Har bour of satisfactory type and capacity? 

  yes no 

yes if 
frequently 
emptied not required 

yes if not 
used by 
public 

need more 
frequent 
emptying   

                

Question 3 Are the existing waste handling facilities at Stran gford Harbour located so as to be convenient to use ? 
  yes no yes not required   yes   
                

Question 4 Are locations of the waste handling facilities at S trangford Harbour well enough publicised? 

  yes no yes 
not aware of 

facilities   no   
                

Question 5  Any additional remarks/ comments about the waste ha ndling facilities at Strangford Harbour 
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