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Introduction
Roads Service has organised this second Public Consultation to 
follow up on comments made during the exhibition in February 
2005.  This leafl et illustrates a number of proposed broadly defi ned 
dual carriageway alignments, which includes modifi ed and additional 
routes derived from the varied constructive comment received during 
the February consultation. The standard of road being proposed 
is a dual carriageway with no private accesses, no central reserve 
crossovers and with the minimum of junctions.  This standard of dual 
carriageway has considerable safety benefi ts for the road user.  

The Department for Regional Development is developing three 
Transport Plans to facilitate the implementation of the Regional 
Transport Strategy for Northern Ireland (RTS). One of these plans, 
the Regional Strategic Transport Network Transport Plan (RSTN 
TP), presents a range of multi-modal transport initiatives to manage, 
maintain and develop Northern Ireland’s Strategic Transport Network. 
The implementation of the initiatives will depend on the availability 
of fi nance, completion of relevant statutory procedures and economic 
appraisals. The plan includes for the provision of a dual carriageway 
between the western end of the M22 motorway at Randalstown and the 
Castledawson roundabout. Roads Service would hope to commence 
construction of this scheme within the next fi ve years or so.

Why the Scheme is needed
The A6 is part of the North Western Key Transport Corridor connecting 
Belfast to Londonderry via Toome, Maghera and Dungiven. With traffi c 
levels continuing to grow and anticipated expansion of local industry, 
traffi c congestion will increase and road safety will deteriorate. The 
proposed new dual carriageway will deliver improved road safety for 
both strategic and local road users and will facilitate further expansion 
of local industry in the area.

Existing Conditions
Part of the route has been improved to dual carriageway at Toome. 
The existing single carriageway west of Toome to the Castledawson 
roundabout is 5.4 kilometres long whilst the existing single carriageway 
east of Toome to the M22 at Randalstown is approximately 6.75 
kilometres long. To the west of the Castledawson Roundabout the road 
is single carriageway and to the east at Randalstown the road is dual 
two-lane motorway. Several private dwellings and businesses have 
direct access onto the A6 and priority junctions connect to the local 
road network.

Traffi c on the route increases from 12,000 vehicles per day east of the 
Castledawson roundabout to 14,500 vehicles per day west of Toome to 
17,500 vehicles per day between Toome and the M22 at Randalstown.

Scheme Proposals
Scheme assessment examines the likely environmental, economic 
and engineering effects of alternative proposals. Scheme assessment 
is a three-stage procedure, beginning with an examination of broadly 
defi ned routes, progressing through the selection of a ‘preferred route 
option’ to detailed environmental assessment, planning and design of 
the ‘preferred route option’.

The broadly defi ned dual carriageway alignments from which Roads 
Service would propose to select a ‘preferred route option’ are :

Castledawson to Toome

The Red Route – A variant has been added.

The Blue Route – Remains unchanged.

The Brown Route – Remains unchanged.

Toome to Randalstown

The Red Route – Has been realigned slightly.

The Blue Route – Remains unchanged.

The Brown Route – Remains unchanged.

The Purple Route – Has been introduced.

Environmental Effects
Roads Service attaches great importance to environmental issues. 
An assessment of the environmental advantages and disadvantages 
and constraints associated with the several broadly defi ned routes 
considered, has contributed to the selection of Red, Blue and Brown 
routes, as well as the additional Purple Route between Randalstown 
& Toome, and the Red Route Variant between Toome & Castledawson. 
Currently, the study objective is to select a ‘preferred route option’ 
from the various routes shown. The public exhibition will help to 
inform this selection process. A detail Environmental Assessment will 
be carried out on the selected ‘preferred route option’ as it progresses 
towards construction. This will also present mitigation measures to 
minimise adverse environmental effects of the scheme.

Commenting on the Proposals
Roads Service would like to hear you views. A questionnaire will 
be available for completion at the exhibition. Alternatively you may 
send your comments by e-mail to roads.northern@drdni.gov.uk or 
by post to the Strategic Road Improvement Manager, Roads Service 
– Northern Division, County Hall, Castlerock Road, Coleraine BT51 
3HS to reach Roads Service preferably by 1st July 2005, however late 
returns will be accepted.

What Happens Next?
 Before construction of the scheme can begin Roads Service is required 

to complete a number of statutory procedures, which will include 
opportunity for further public consultation and comment. Notices 
published in the local press will include:

 •  Where the statutory procedures may be inspected; and

 • Where written comment may be submitted.

 The weight and level of comment received may require a Public Inquiry 
to be convened to further examine the road proposals.

Plans have been reproduced by permission of the Ordnance Survey of 
Northern Ireland on behalf of the Controller of HMSO Crown Copyright. 
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to 

prosecution or civil proceedings. OSNI Permit No. 30119

Additional comments:
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Do you support the principle of providing a dual carriageway 
between the western end of the M22 motorway at Randalstown 
to the Castledawson Roundabout?

 YES NO

If NO, please give your reasons:

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

If YES, which of the options do you prefer:

Castledawson to Toome: RED BLUE 

 RED VARIANT BROWN

Toome to Randalstown:  RED (realigned) BLUE

 BROWN PURPLE

Please give your reason: (there is more space for additional 
comments on the reverse of this sheet)

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

Please write your name and address below:

Name: ..................................................................................................
 
Address: ..............................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

 Postcode:...................................  Date:.............................................. 

QUESTIONNAIRE
Roads Service was pleased to receive responses from members of 
public following the Public Exhibition in February 2005, and would 
like your views on the proposals as presented at this exhibition. 
Please write your comments in the spaces below and place your 
completed questionnaire in the box provided at the exhibition. 
Alternatively you may send your completed questionnaire by post to 
the Strategic Road Improvement Manager, Roads Service – Northern 
Division, County Hall, Castlerock Road Coleraine BT51 3HS to reach 
Roads Service preferably by 1st July 2005, however late returns will 
be accepted.


