
A6 TOOME BYPASS 

Motorway plans announced in the House of Com-
mons in 1964 envisaged that a motorway would be 
constructed to Antrim and then fork and give motor-
ways to Castledawson and to beyond Ballymena. 
Later, the motorway to Ballymena would be extended 
to Coleraine and on to Londonderry. The first 2.8 
miles section of the M22 between Dunsilly and Bally-
grooby (East of Randalstown) was opened to traffic 
on 16th August 1971: it was con-
structed by Farrans  and cost £1.9M to 
build. The second 1.4 miles section of 
the M22 between Ballygrooby and Ar-
tresnahan (the Randalstown Bypass) 
was opened to traffic on 30th January 
1973: it was constructed by Graham 
and cost £1.2M to build. The plan to 
continue the M22 to Castledawson 
was subsequently abandoned. 
 
A lesser standard improvement was considered in the 
mid 1970s. Roads Service compared the construction 
of a new offline high standard single carriageway 
road from Artresnahan (west of Randalstown) to Don-
nelly’s Bridge (west of Toome) with improving the 
existing road to a high standard single carriageway. 
This established the concept of improving the existing 
road to a high standard single carriageway with an 
offline high standard single carriageway bypass of 
Toome. Part of this road proposal was included in the 
Antrim Area Plan 1984—2001 i.e. construction of a 

short offline 
single car-
riageway by-
pass skirting 
around the 
northeast pe-
riphery of  
Toome, linking 
to the existing 
bridge. A Pri-
vate Finance 
Initiative by-
pass was 
mooted in the 
mid 1990s. 
 
In 1992, a 
mini round-
about was 

installed at the Main Street—Roguery Road junction 
in  Toome. This successfully reduced traffic speeds 
and traffic collisions in the village but exacerbated 
traffic congestion at peak times. This was replaced in 
1998 by a more elaborate one-way traffic manage-
ment system. Whilst this helped the throughput of 
traffic in the village, it was accepted as a short term 
fix because the junctions at either end offered limited 

spare capacity. Speaking at the opening of the one-
way system, The Minister for Regional Development 
Lord Dubbs assured local residents that the one-way 
system was a temporary expedient to relieve the traf-
fic bottleneck and that work would continue on the 
planning and construction of a bypass. 
 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer’s  £365M Regen-
eration Initiative package announced in May 1998 
included £8M for a bypass of Toome. The 3.5 kilome-
tre long dual carriageway Toome Bypass was opened 
to traffic on 15th March 2004: it was constructed by 
FP McCann and cost £18M to build. West of the 
River Bann, environmentally sensitive winter feeding 
grounds grazed by migratory Whooper Swans im-
posed severe constraints on the bypass alignment. 
The bypass is constructed on low embankment 
across the wide River Bann floodplain and is carried 
over the River Bann on a tied arch steel bridge.  
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